i8o                  TKe lawfulness of dtielling.          [A.D. 1772.
which are considered to be of such importance, that life must be staked to atone for them, though in reality they are not so. A body that has received a very fine polish may be easily hurt. Before men arrive at this artificial refinement, if one tells his neighbour he lies, his neighbour tells him he lies ; if one gives his neighbour a blow, his neighbour gives him a blow : but in a state of highly polished society, an affront is held to be a serious injury. It must therefore be resented, or rather a duel must be fought upon it; as men have agreed to banish from their society one who puts up with an affront without fighting a duel. Now, Sir, it .is never unlawful to fight in self-defence. He, then, who fights a duel, does not fight from passion against his antagonist, but out of self-defence ; to avert the stigma of the world, and to prevent himself from being driven out of society. I could wish there was not that superfluity of refinement; but while such notions prevail, no doubt a man may lawfully fight a duel'.'
Let it be remembered, that this justification is applicable only to the person who receives an affront. All mankind must condemn the aggressor.
The General told us, that when he was a very young man, I think only fifteen 2, serving under Prince Eugene of Savoy, he ,was sitting in a company at table with a Prince of Wirtemberg, The Prince took up a glass of wine, and, by a fillip, made some of it fly in Oglethorpe's face. Here was a nice dilemma. To have challenged him instantly, might have fixed a quarrelsome character upon the young soldier: to have taken no notice of it might have been considered as cowardice. Oglethorpe, therefore, keeping his eye upon the Prince, and smiling all the time, as if
1 Johnson might have quoted the     ever that be, a man must run tho
lieutenant in Tom Jones,    Book vii.     risk, for he must preserve his honour,1
chap. 13.    'My dear boy, be a good     See post, April 19, 1773, and April
Christian as long as you live : but be     20,  1783,   and   Boswell's Helirida,
a man of honour too, and never put     Sept. 19,  1773.
up an affront; not all the books, nor        " Oglethorpe was born in 1698. In
all the parsons in the world, shall ever     1714 he entered the army.   Prince
persuade me to that.    I love my re-     Eugene's    campaigns   against    the
ligion very well, but I love my honour     Turks in which Oglethorpe served
more.    There must be some mistake     were in 1716-17.    Rose's Biag. Diet,
in the wording' of the text, or in the     vii.  266 and x.  381.     He was not
translation, or in the understanding     therefore quite so young as Boswell
it, or somewhere or other.    But how-     thought.                                           <
hehmphlet, produced some evidence to shew that his work was written before Sterne's Sentimental Journey appeared. BOSWELL.
